Commodity Credit Corporation, USDA

(2) Submission of documentation or
evidence of any other required action;
or

(3) A request for reconsideration of
any finding and the supporting jus-
tification.

(b) If after review of the compliance
report and response, the Director, CRS
determines that the Recipient owes
money to CCC, the Director, CRS, will
so inform the Recipient and provide a
detailed basis for the decision. The Re-
cipient has 30 days from the date of the
Director’s, CRS, determination to sub-
mit any money owed to CCC or to re-
quest reconsideration.

(c) If the Recipient does not respond
to the compliance report within the re-
quired time period, the Director, CRS,
may initiate action to collect any
amount owed to CCC pursuant to 7 CFR
Part 1403, Debt Settlement Policies.

§1486.505 Can a Recipient appeal the
determinations of the Director,
CRS?

(a) A Recipient may appeal the deter-
minations of the Director, CRS, to the
Deputy Administrator, CMP. The re-
quest must be in writing and be sub-
mitted to the Office of the Deputy Ad-
ministrator, CMP, within 30 days fol-
lowing the date of the original deter-
mination. The Recipient may request a
hearing.

(b) If the Recipient submits its ap-
peal and requests a hearing, the Dep-
uty Administrator, or the Deputy Ad-
ministrator’s designee, will set a date
and time, generally within 60 days. The
hearing will be an informal proceeding.
A transcript will not ordinarily be pre-
pared unless the Recipient bears the
cost of the transcript; however, the
Deputy Administrator or designee may
have a transcript prepared at FAS’s ex-
pense.

(c) The Deputy Administrator or the
Deputy Administrator’s designee will
base the determination on appeal upon
information contained in the adminis-
trative record and will endeavor to
make a determination within 60 days
after submission of the appeal, hearing,
or receipt of any transcript, whichever
is later. The determination of the Dep-
uty Administrator will be the final de-
termination of FAS. The Recipient
must exhaust all administrative rem-
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edies contained in this section before
pursuing judicial review of a deter-
mination by the Deputy Adminis-
trator.

§1486.506 When will a project be re-
viewed?

Any project or activity funded under
the program is subject to review or
audit at any time during the course of
implementation or after the comple-
tion of the project.

§1486.507 What is the effect of failing
to make required contributions?

A Recipient’s contribution require-
ment is specified in the project agree-
ment. If a Recipient fails to contribute
the total specified in the agreement,
the difference between the amount con-
tributed and the total must be repaid
to the CCC in U.S. dollars. If a Recipi-
ent is reimbursed by CCC for less than
the amount of funds approved in the
agreement, then the final cost share
shall equal, on a percentage basis, the
original ratio of private contributions
to the authorized EMP funding level.

§1486.508 How long must Recipients
maintain original project records?

Each Recipient shall maintain all
original records and documents relat-
ing to the project for 3 calendar years
following the end of the project’s com-
pletion. All documents and records re-
lated to the project, including records
pertaining to contractors, shall be
made available upon request.

§1486.509 Are Recipients allowed to
charge fees for specific activities in
approved projects?

Reasonable activity fees or registra-
tion fees, if identified as such in a
project budget, may be charged for
projects approved for program funding.
Income or refunds generated from an
activity, however, for which the ex-
penditures have been wholly or par-
tially reimbursed, shall be repaid by
submitting a check payable to CCC or
offsetting the Recipient’s reimburse-
ment claim. Any activity fees charged
must be used to offset activity ex-
penses. Such fees may not be used as
profit or counted as cost-share. The in-
tent to charge a fee must be part of the
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original proposal, along with an expla-
nation of how such fees are to be used.

§1486.510 What is the policy regarding
disclosure of program information?

(a) Documents submitted to CCC by
Recipients are subject to the provisions
of the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, T CFR Part 1, Sub-
part A—Official Records, and specifi-
cally 7 CFR 1.11, Handling Information
from a Private Business.

(b) Progress reports, final perform-
ance reports, and the results of any re-
search or other activity conducted by a
Recipient under an agreement, shall be
the property of the U.S. Government.

§1486.511 What is the general policy
regarding ethical conduct?

(a) The Recipient shall maintain
written standards of conduct governing
the performance of its employees en-
gaged in the award and administration
of contracts. No employee, officer, or
agent shall participate in the selection,
award, or administration of a contract
supported by Federal funds if a real or
apparent conflict of interest would be
involved. Such a conflict would arise
when the employee, officer, or agent
and any member of his or her imme-
diate family, his or her partner, or an
entity which employs or is about to
employ any of the parties indicated
herein, has a financial or other interest
in the firm selected for an award. The
officers, employees, and agents of the
Recipient shall neither solicit nor ac-
cept gratuities, favors, or anything of
monetary value from contractors, or
parties to sub-agreements. However,
Recipients may set standards for situa-
tions in which the financial interest is
not substantial or the gift is an unso-
licited item of nominal value. The
standards of conduct shall provide for
disciplinary actions to be applied for
violations of such standards by offi-
cers, employees, or agents of the Re-
cipient.

(b) A Recipient shall conduct its
business in accordance with the laws
and regulations of the country in
which an activity is carried out.

7 CFR Ch. XIV (1-1-06 Edition)

§1486.512 Has the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget reviewed the pa-
perwork and record keeping re-
quirements contained in this part?

The paperwork and record keeping
requirements imposed by this part
have been submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for re-
view and under the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).
OMB has assigned control number 0551—
0043 for this information collection.
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ANCE FOR SPECIALTY CROPS
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§1487.1 What special definitions apply
to the TASC program?

For purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

CCC—Commodity Credit
tion.

Eligible Organization—Any U.S. orga-
nization, including, but not limited to,
U.S. government agencies, State gov-
ernment agencies, non-profit trade as-
sociations, universities, agricultural
cooperatives, and private companies.

FAS—Foreign Agricultural Service,
United States Department of Agri-
culture.

Participant—An entity which has en-
tered into a TASC agreement with the
CCC.

Specialty crop—all cultivated plants,
or the products thereof, produced in
the United States, except wheat, feed
grains, oilseeds, cotton, rice, peanuts,
sugar, and tobacco.

TASC—Technical Assistance for Spe-
cialty Crops.

Corpora-
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